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Aiming for sustainable development is not possible unless it is based on rationality which itself
requires wisdom. When I joined the Sari urban management team as the mayor, I had the great
pleasure of collaborating with the accomplished members of the Islamic City Council of Sari, the sons
of Sari.

My Colleagues in the municipality of Sari are putting in their best effort to avoid trial and error as they
use efficient methods, which rely on wisdom and rationality. Now my dear colleagues in the Sari
Municipality Waste Management Organization (SMWMO) intended to show that the concept of
“culture equivalent to construction” is the prelude and default action in any development services in
city.

Our efforts will not produce desirable result without the cooperation of the citizens; especially the
description of services and responsibilities of SMWMO is in direct contact with the everyday lives of
the citizens and their lifestyles.

I am pleased that the Municipality of Sari and its affiliated organizations have recently been more
successful than ever in gaining the confidence and trust of the citizens to cooperate in projects
pertinent to development, service and culture. With the citizens’ enthusiastic support— our most
significant social capital and wealth, we have taken sustainably effective measures to develop Sari
and improve the welfare of the citizens.

I would humbly like to request both the citizens and city managers to respect the dignity of all my
colleagues, especially the waste collectors, the health ambassadors who are responsible for many
principal city services.

I hope Sari and its cultured people become a shining example in The Islamic Republic of Iran, my
esteemed colleagues continue to devote themselves to serving community, and the citizens of Sari
are perfectly satisfied with our services.

Sincerely,
Mahdi Obouri
The President of the festival & Mayor of Sari
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Our responsibility towards the present and future generations as well as the need to protect
natural resources has led the Sari Municipality Waste Management Organization (SMWMO) to
organize the first National Cartoon Festival on Waste Management in Spring 2017. The SMWMO has
launched a reform initiative to promote a better waste management culture among the citizens. By
taking this initiative, we aim to see improvement in waste management practices including waste
reduction, reuse and recycle (3Rs), waste compaction. waste segregation, leachate reduction, paper
recycling. The SMWMO also aims to reduce or eliminate some social misbehavior such as littering
from a vehicle or using plastic, etc.

Utilizing visual arts such as photos, videos, cartoons. and the like to convey a message is highly
effective. When such visuals are combined with technique, aesthetics, concepts and ideas, the result
is not only an artwork but also media that help the audience to have a better understanding of the
message.

All Iranian professional and amateur cartoonists were invited to participate in the festival. 340 pieces
of artwork were sent to the Secretariat. According to the Jury, although the theme of the festival
required specific knowledge, the submissions were highly impressive and truly unique.

Two internationally known eminent artists judged the artworks, 32 of which were shortlisted for the
final round and 99 were selected to be published in the festival book.

In the end. my sincere appreciations and thanks go to all the artists who have helped us promote the
objectives of the festival. raising public awareness— especially among the youth— in different ways.
I hope the festival will be a step forward in achieving our organizational goals and protecting and

preserving the environment.
Sincerely,

Yasser Baharfar
The Secretary of the festival & CEO of SMWMO
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Abbass Nasseri (1979, Bojnourd, Iran)

Director of cartoonmag.com, a cartoon magazine website

Jury member for several international festivals in Iran, Norway, Turkey and Bulgaria

Award Winner Of more than 60 national and international festivals

Executive Secretary of 20 national and international cartoon and caricature festivals

held several solo exhibitions in Bojnourd and Tehran, Iran , Frankfurt, Germany and Ashgabat,
Turkmenistan

President of the Association of Visual Arts of Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance(General
Directorate of North Khorasan Province) since 2013

Head of Talanger International Cartoon Group

Head of the Cartoon House of North Khorasan Province Art Center

Founder of the Cartoon Center for Bojnourd, Iran

Graphist, cartoonist, illustrator and painter

Responsible in charge for Dubai Modern Art Innovation Center (over ten years)
Executive Secretary of several international festivals in U.A.E, Oman, etc.

Attended several national and international group exhibitions

held more than 32 solo art exhibitions

Jury member for national and international festivals including “Art Against Terrorism
International Festival”

Award Winner Of several world's leading international festivals In Portugal, Turkey,
Brazil, Germany, China, Poland and the Netherlands

Brushed Entrance Painfings of Al-Nasr Sports Club and Dubai Metro in U.A.E

Shaahin Houshmand (1986, Sari, Iran) Graphist, cartoonist, illustrator and painter

Responsible in charge for the Caricature Team of Mazandaran Art Center
(2006-2011)

Responsible in charge for the Caricature Workgroup of Sari Municipality Cultural and
Social Assistant

The principal of Caricature House of Sari

Executive and Art Secretary of several national festivals

Jury member for more than seven national and international festivals

Holder of Top Iranian Young Award(2010)

Executive Director for Cartoon workshops in Sari
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